A Note on the Content and Conduct of the Course

EM 599 Term Project

Content:

The term project should comprise inquiry and research on a meaningful management problem and should concern a real life situation as far as it is possible. It should include an analysis of the problem context and present a clear formulation of the problem. The work carried out should either provide a complete or partial solution, or a solution proposal, or when these are not feasible, a detailed method that will lead to a solution. Methodological research on a management issue may also be acceptable, but it should not be limited to a literature review or to generalities that are available from the literature. The work carried out must be new and original and should reflect knowledge gained in the program and demonstrate an understanding of engineering management principles.

Conduct:

Students should take the EM 599 Term Project course and EM 590 Seminar course in their last semester, only after successfully completing the required courses. In the semester they are taking the project course, the students can register for at most two elective courses. The program committee’s permission is required for exceptions. Students registering for the term project should observe the following points: 
· Before you register,

· select areas that are of interest to you.
· try to include real-world problems, preferably from your workplace if you are employed.
· discuss alternatives with instructors.
· if possible, obtain consent of an instructor to supervise your work.

· submit the Term Project proposal form to the Program Coordinator at the end of the current semester in order to register for EM 599 + EM 590 in the following semester.

· register for the two courses, EM 599 and EM 590, if your proposal is approved.

· After you register,

· consult your advisor and report your progress every week or so.
· submit your progress report to your advisor by the 8th week of the semester.
· submit the draft Term Project report through METU CLASS for Turnitin report to your advisor two weeks before the symposium day at the latest, and make the required revisions in the report. 

· submit the corrected final Term Project report to your committee (advisor and two evaluators) one week before the symposium day.

· present the Term Project at the symposium that will comprise the EM 590 Seminar course.
· make the required revisions in the final Term Project report and get it signed by your committee.
· submit the signed report with the proper cover, title page and CD to the Program Secretary.

Term-Project Final Report:
· The report should be written in your own words; do not copy material from other sources.

· If you must include quotations, tables, figures or graphs from other sources, make sure you provide references.

· The report should have sections for introduction, the main body, conclusions, references and appendices as necessary.

· The introduction should define the problem clearly, explain why it is important, explain what has previously been done about the problem and what remains to be done, and summarize your own contribution and findings.

· The conclusion should provide a critical assessment of your work and point out further research that would be useful.

· The list of references should indicate sources that you have actually consulted, including internet resources.

· Lists, tables and figures should be numbered and captioned; units of measurement should be clearly stated.

· As final report format, students should use

· 11 font size,

· 1.15 space, and

· Times New Roman font.

· There is no need to produce a lengthy document provided it is complete and coherent; if you need to present material that is not directly related to your arguments, place it in an appendix.

· Any help received from others, including your advisor, should be acknowledged.

